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In the past decade, the nation experienced an unusually active period in health policy with the

enactment of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). Historically, health policymaking has been a slow yet

persistent evolution. The ACA, in spite of its magnitude, is an excellent example of the incremental

evolution that characterizes policymaking in the United States. This book provides context and

background for understanding the development of today s health reform legislation.  In the new

edition of this widely used book, Beaufort Longest provides a framework for understanding the

formulation, implementation, and modification of health policymaking at both the federal and state

levels. Students will learn how policymaking relates to decisions that affect healthcare providers and

patients. They will also gain insight into how they can influence the policymaking process.

Incorporated in the book are excerpts from congressional testimony, news stories, executive orders,

legislation, and other documents related to real-world policy issues.  Thoroughly updated and

revised, this edition:  Discusses the ACA extensively, with examples of both its formulation and its

implementation Expands coverage of policymaking s implementation phase Provides a new chapter

on the role of courts in health policy and policymaking Includes more than 30 appendices, many

brand new to this edition, to illustrate the policymaking process
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This is an excellent book. The author clearly defines the processes of health policy making,

including modification. More healthcare professionals are realizing that understanding and



influencing legislation is part of their professional duty, and this book is an excellent resource. This

update was necessary because the previous edition predated the Affordable Care Act and the major

changes it brought. --Doody's Review Service

I wrote this book as a means of providing a framework for understanding the complex process

through which health policy is made in the United States for my students in health policy. Over a

number of years, the model of the process that is the heart of this book was developed in class

interactions with many students. As a result, the model is quite useful as a framework for

understanding the process. The main purpose of the book is to provide a framework for students

upon which they can develop an understanding of the public policymaking process, especially as it

applies to the development of health policy at the federal and state levels of government. There is

much more that can be said about policymaking than is covered in this book. However, the book

does provide a comprehensive model that can serve the reader as a very useful framework for

getting an overview of the policymaking process. Important chapters? Actually, because the

chapters address particular components of the policymaking process model, each is important in its

own way. I think the book's organization around the policymaking process model is an important

feature that gives the reader an opportunity to see the overall process, and then gain some depth in

each component of the process. The book has a very specific purpose: to help readers gain an

understanding of and an appreciation for the complex process through which health policy is made

in the United States. Its impact is through what people who gain this understanding are able to do

with the knowledge and information. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this

title.

I did not write it but wish I had. I recommend it to students for a course that I teach. It is

comprehensive, well written and current.

Purchased as a required text for a Health Policy class.very dry- but easy to understand-lots of

examples from Pennsylvania since author is from Pittsburghlots of up to date information from

2009-2010.... but that is where it stops- so be prepared- some things are out of date already.

A wonderful resource to truly help you understand the policymaking process in the health arena, as

well as the world at large.



These were text books they met my expectations. Books were in tact !

Very interesting book... although pricey.A must have when taking the Health Policy course in

graduate school.

Very dry like most text books are, but very informative if the topic applies to you and your

profession.

This textbook is insufferable. Dry and ciruitious in delivery, you will be exposed to cool and nifty

frameworks and models without actually learning anything substantive. If I didn't have a great

instructor who deviated from the text and expanded on the substance, I would have been lost.

There is also a glaring typo on page 124.

I purchased this book for a class I am taking this semester. I purchased the text because it was

required for the course. I have found the text to be very helpful and an easy read.
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